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Mark 4:1-20 
Parable of the Sower and Soils 
4 Again He began to teach by the sea. And such a very large crowd gathered to Him that He got into a 
boat on the sea and sat down; and the whole crowd was by the sea on the land. 2 And He was teaching 
them many things in parables, and was saying to them in His teaching, 3 “Listen to this! Behold, the 
sower went out to sow; 4 as he was sowing, some seed fell beside the road, and the birds came and ate it 
up. 5 Other seed fell on the rocky ground where it did not have much soil; and immediately it sprang up 
because it had no depth of soil. 6 And when the sun had risen, it was scorched; and because it had no 
root, it withered away. 7 Other seed fell among the thorns, and the thorns came up and choked it, and it 
yielded no crop. 8 Other seeds fell into the good soil, and as they grew up and increased, they yielded a 
crop and produced thirty, sixty, and a hundred times as much.” 9 And He was saying, “He who has ears to 
hear, [a]let him hear.” 

10 As soon as He was alone, [b]His followers, along with the twelve disciples, began asking Him about the 
parables. 11 And He was saying to them, “To you has been given the mystery of the kingdom of God, but 
for those who are outside, everything comes in parables, 12 so that WHILE SEEING THEY MAY SEE, AND NOT 

PERCEIVE, AND WHILE HEARING, THEY MAY HEAR, AND NOT UNDERSTAND, OTHERWISE THEY MIGHT RETURN AND IT WOULD 

BE FORGIVEN THEM.” 

Explanation of the Parable 

13 And He *said to them, “Do you not understand this parable? How will you understand all the 
parables? 14 The sower sows the word. 15 These are the ones who are beside the road where the word is 
sown; and when they hear, immediately Satan comes and takes away the word which has been sown in 
them. 16 And in a similar way these are the ones sown with seed on the rocky places, who, when they 
hear the word, immediately receive it with joy; 17 and yet they have no firm root in themselves, but 
are only temporary; then, when affliction or persecution occurs because of the word, immediately 
they [c]fall away. 18 And others are the ones sown with seed among the thorns; these are the ones who 
have heard the word, 19 but the worries of the [d]world, and the deceitfulness of wealth, and the desires 
for other things enter and choke the word, and it [e]becomes unfruitful. 20 And those are the ones 
sown with seed on the good soil; and they hear the word and accept it and bear fruit, thirty, sixty, and a 
hundred times as much.” 



 
 

 

 
John 15:16 
16 You did not choose Me but I chose you, and appointed you that you would go and bear fruit, 
and that your fruit would remain, so that whatever you ask of the Father in My name He may give to 
you. 
 
Genesis 26:1-6 
Isaac Settles in Gerar 
26 Now there was a famine in the land, besides the previous famine that had occurred in the days of 
Abraham. So Isaac went to Gerar, to Abimelech king of the Philistines. 2 And the LORD appeared to him 
and said, “Do not go down to Egypt; stay in the land of which I shall tell you. 3 Live for a time in this land 
and I will be with you and bless you, for to you and to your [a]descendants I will give all these lands, and I 
will establish the oath which I swore to your father Abraham. 4 I will multiply your [b]descendants as the 
stars of heaven, and will give your [c]descendants all these lands; and by your [d]descendants all the 
nations of the earth [e]shall be blessed, 5 because Abraham [f]obeyed Me and fulfilled his duty to Me, and 
kept My commandments, My statutes, and My laws.” 

6 So Isaac lived in Gerar. 

Genesis 26:12-22 
12 Now Isaac sowed in that land and [a]reaped in the same year a hundred times as much. 
And the LORD blessed him, 13 and the man became rich, and continued to grow [b]richer until he became 
very [c]wealthy; 14 for he had possessions of flocks [d]and herds, and a great household, so that the 
Philistines envied him. 15 Now all the wells which his father’s servants had dug in the days of his father 
Abraham, the Philistines stopped up [e]by filling them with dirt. 16 Then Abimelech said to Isaac, “Go 
away from us, for you are [f]too powerful for us.” 17 So Isaac departed from there and camped in the 
Valley of Gerar, and [g]settled there. 

Argument over the Wells 

18 Then Isaac dug again the wells of water which [h]had been dug in the days of his father Abraham, for 
the Philistines had stopped them up after the death of Abraham; and he [i]gave them the same names 
which his father had [j]given them. 19 But when Isaac’s servants dug in the valley and found there a well 
of [k]flowing water, 20 the herdsmen of Gerar quarreled with the herdsmen of Isaac, saying, “The water is 
ours!” So he named the well [l]Esek, because they argued with him. 21 Then they dug another well, and 
they quarreled over it too, so he named it [m]Sitnah. 22 Then he moved away from there and dug another 
well, and they did not quarrel over it; so he named it [n]Rehoboth, for he said, “[o]At last the LORD has 
made [p]room for us, and we will be fruitful in the land.” 

 



 
 

 

 

1 Peter 4:12 
Share the Sufferings of Christ 
12 Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal among you, which comes upon you for your testing, as 
though something strange were happening to you; 
 
Genesis 26:27-28 
27 Isaac said to them, “Why have you come to me, since you hate me and have sent me away from 
you?” 28 They said, “We have seen plainly that the LORD has been with you; so we said, ‘An oath must 
now be taken [a]by us,’ that is, [b]by you and us. So let us make a covenant with you, 
 
 
References: 
John Dickson, an Australian historian of religion and media presenter 
 
Jim Morrison, was an American singer, songwriter and leader singer for The Doors 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


