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Luke 7:18-28 
The Messengers from John 
18 The disciples of John also reported to him about all these things. 19 And after summoning [a]two of his 
disciples, John sent them to the Lord, saying, “Are You the Coming One, or are we to [b]look for 
another?” 20 When the men came to Him, they said, “John the Baptist has sent us to You, [c]to ask, ‘Are 
You the Coming One, or are we to [d]look for another?’” 21 At that very [e]time He cured many people of 
diseases and afflictions and evil spirits; and He gave sight to many who were blind. 22 And He answered 
and said to them, “Go and report to John what you have seen and heard: people who were blind receive 
sight, people who limped walk, people with leprosy are cleansed and people who were deaf hear, dead 
people are raised up, and people who are poor have the gospel preached to them. 23 And blessed 
is [f]anyone who does not take offense at Me.” 

24 When the messengers of John had left, He began to speak to the crowds about John: “What did you go 
out into the [g]wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? 25 [h]But what did you go out to see? A man 
dressed in soft clothing? Those who are splendidly clothed and live in luxury are found in royal 
palaces! 26 But what did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and one who is more than a 
prophet. 27 This is the one about whom it is written: 

‘BEHOLD, I AM SENDING MY MESSENGER [i]AHEAD OF YOU, 
WHO WILL PREPARE YOUR WAY BEFORE YOU.’ 

28 I say to you, among those born of women there is no one greater than John; yet the one who is [j]least 
in the kingdom of God is greater than he.” 
 

Isaiah 26:14 
14 The dead will not live, the [a]departed spirits will not rise; 
Therefore You have punished and destroyed them, 
And You have eliminated all remembrance of them. 
 

 



 
 

 

Isaiah 35:1 
Zion’s Happy Future 
35 The wilderness and the desert will rejoice, 
And the [a]desert will shout for joy and blossom; 
Like the crocus 

 
Isaiah 61 
Exaltation of the Afflicted 
61 The Spirit of the Lord [a]GOD is upon me, 
Because the LORD anointed me 
To bring good news to the humble; 
He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, 
To proclaim [b]release to captives 
And [c]freedom to prisoners; 
2 To proclaim the favorable year of the LORD 
And the day of vengeance of our God; 
To comfort all who mourn, 
3 To grant those who mourn in Zion, 
Giving them a garland instead of ashes, 
The oil of gladness instead of mourning, 
The cloak of praise instead of a disheartened spirit. 
So they will be called [d]oaks of righteousness, 
The planting of the LORD, that He may be glorified. 
4 Then they will rebuild the ancient ruins, 
They will raise up the former devastations; 
And they will repair the ruined cities, 
The desolations of many generations. 
5 Strangers will stand and pasture your flocks, 
And [e]foreigners will be your farmers and your vinedressers. 
6 But you will be called the priests of the LORD; 
You will be spoken of as ministers of our God. 
You will eat the wealth of nations, 
And you will boast in their [f]riches. 
7 Instead of your shame you will have a double portion, 
And instead of humiliation they will shout for joy over their portion. 
Therefore they will possess a double portion in their land, 
Everlasting joy will be theirs. 
8 For I, the LORD, love justice, 



 
 

 
 
 
I hate robbery [g]in the burnt offering; 
And I will faithfully give them their reward, 
And make an everlasting covenant with them. 
9 Then their offspring will be known among the nations, 
And their descendants in the midst of the peoples. 
All who see them will recognize them 
Because they are the offspring whom the LORD has blessed. 
10 I will rejoice greatly in the LORD, 
My soul will be joyful in my God; 
For He has clothed me with garments of salvation, 
He has wrapped me with a robe of righteousness, 
As a groom puts on a turban, 
And as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 
11 For as the earth produces its sprouts, 
And as a garden causes the things sown in it to spring up, 
So the Lord [h]GOD will cause righteousness and praise 
To spring up before all the nations. 
 
John 6:67 
67 So Jesus said to the twelve, “You do not want to leave also, do you?” 
 
Romans 4:12 
12 and the father of circumcision to those who not only are of the circumcision, but who also follow in 
the steps of the faith of our father Abraham which [a]he had while uncircumcised. 
 
Genesis 1:29 
29 Then God said, “Behold, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is on the [a]surface of all the 
earth, and every tree [b]which has fruit yielding seed; it shall be food for you; 
 
Genesis 15:5-18 
5 And He took him outside and said, “Now look toward the heavens and count the stars, if you are able 
to count them.” And He said to him, “So shall your [a]descendants be.” 6 Then he believed in the LORD; 
and He [b]credited it to him as righteousness. 7 And He said to him, “I am the LORD who brought you out 
of Ur of the Chaldeans, to give you this land to [c]possess it.” 8 But he said, “Lord [d]GOD, how may I know 
that I will [e]possess it?” 9 So He said to him, “[f]Bring Me a three-year-old heifer, a three-year-old female 
goat, a three-year-old ram, a turtledove, and a young pigeon.” 10 Then he [g]brought all these to Him 
and cut them [h]in two, and laid each half opposite the other; but he did not cut the birds. 11 And birds of 
prey came down upon the carcasses, and Abram drove them away. 



 
 

 

12 Now when the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram; and behold, [i]terror and great 
darkness fell upon him. 13 Then God said to Abram, “Know for certain that your [j]descendants will be 
strangers in a land that is not theirs, [k]where they will be enslaved and oppressed for four hundred 
years. 14 But I will also judge the nation whom they will serve, and afterward they will come 
out with [l]many possessions. 15 As for you, you shall go to your fathers in peace; you will be buried at a 
good old age. 16 Then in the fourth generation they will return here, for the wrongdoing of the Amorite is 
not yet complete.” 

17 Now it came about, when the sun had set, that it was very dark, and behold, a smoking oven and a 
flaming torch appeared which passed between these pieces. 18 On that day the LORD made a covenant 
with Abram, saying, 

“To your [m]descendants I have given this land, 
From the river of Egypt as far as the great river, the river Euphrates: 
 
Romans 7:4 
4 Therefore, my brothers and sisters, you also were put to death in regard to the Law through the body 
of Christ, so that you might belong to another, to Him who was raised from the dead, in order that we 
might bear fruit for God. 
 
2 Thessalonians 1:11-12 
11 To this end also we pray for you always, that our God will consider you worthy of your calling, and 
fulfill every desire for goodness and the work of faith with power, 12 so that the name of our Lord Jesus 
will be glorified in you, and you in Him, in accordance with the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 
 
Philippians 1:6 
6 For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a good work [a]among you will complete 
it [b]by the day of Christ Jesus. 
 
1 Thessalonians 5:24 
24 Faithful is He who calls you, and He also will do it. 
 
1 Corinthians 1:4-9 
4 I thank [a]my God always concerning you for the grace of God which was given you in Christ Jesus, 5 that 
in everything you were enriched in Him, in all speech and all knowledge, 6 just as the testimony 
concerning Christ was confirmed [b]in you, 7 so that you are not lacking in any gift, as you eagerly await 
the revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ, 8 who will also [c]confirm you to the end, blameless on the day of  
 



 
 

 
 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 God is faithful, through whom you were called into fellowship with His Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 
 
Luke 7:29-35 
29 When all the people and the tax collectors heard this, they acknowledged God’s justice, having been 
baptized with the baptism of John. 30 But the Pharisees and the [a]lawyers rejected God’s purpose for 
themselves, not having been baptized by [b]John. 

31 “To what then shall I compare the people of this generation, and what are they like? 32 They are like 
children who sit in the marketplace and call to one another, and say, ‘We played the flute for you, and 
you did not dance; we sang a song of mourning, and you did not weep.’ 33 For John the Baptist has come 
neither eating bread nor drinking wine, and you say, ‘He has a demon!’ 34 The Son of Man has come 
eating and drinking, and you say, ‘Behold, a gluttonous man and a [c]heavy drinker, a friend of tax 
collectors and [d]sinners!’ 35 And yet wisdom is vindicated by all her children.” 

 
References: 
 
Aesop’s fable – “The Fisherman and His Flute” 

 
Questions: 
 

1. Would you be willing to share a time when you had a crisis of faith? 
2. How did you feel during that time? 
3. Are you shocked at Jesus' response to John the Baptist? 
4. What would you have expected? 
5. Do you have friends or family who find a way to discount Jesus and the Gospel irrespective of 

what you say? 
6. In the end, do you realize that folks may have true questions, but most of the time their minds are 

already made up? 
7. What is the answer to a breakthrough in their lives?  

 

 
 
Worship Songs: 
 
This is Amazing Grace, by Phil Wickham 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zPQKj2Zptr0 
 
In Christ Alone, by Celtic Worship 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6Qwxo66y7QA 



 
 

 
 
Palms 23 – Surely Goodness, Surely Mercy, by Shane & Shane 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mo3HgtT_OiE 
 
A Place Called Earth, by Jon Foreman 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gM7KuBRITH0 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


