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“Jesus, You Can’t Do That! 
(Luke 5:27-39) 

 

 

Luke 5:27-39 (NASB) 
Call of Levi (Matthew) 

27 After that He went out and looked at a tax collector named [a]Levi sitting in the tax office, and He said 
to him, “Follow Me.” 28 And he left everything behind, and got up and began following Him. 

29 And Levi gave a big reception for Him in his house; and there was a large crowd of tax collectors and 
other people who were reclining at the table with them. 30 The Pharisees and their 
scribes began grumbling to His disciples, saying, “Why do you eat and drink with the tax collectors 
and [b]sinners?” 31 And Jesus answered and said to them, “It is not those who are healthy who need a 
physician, but those who are sick. 32 I have not come to call the righteous to repentance, but sinners.” 

33 And they said to Him, “The disciples of John often fast and offer prayers, the disciples of the Pharisees 
also do [c]the same, but Yours eat and drink.” 34 And Jesus said to them, “You cannot make 
the [d]attendants of the groom fast while the groom is with them, can you? 35 But the days will come; and 
when the groom is taken away from them, then they will fast in those days.” 36 And He was also telling 
them a parable: “No one tears a piece of cloth from a new garment and puts it on an old garment; 
otherwise he will both tear the new, and the patch from the new garment will not match the old. 37 And 
no one pours new wine into old wineskins; otherwise the new wine will burst the skins and it will be 
spilled out, and the skins will be ruined. 38 But new wine must be put into fresh wineskins. 39 And no one, 
after drinking old wine wants new; for he says, ‘The old is fine.’” 
 

Acts 17:11 (NASB) 
11 Now these people were more noble-minded than those in Thessalonica, [a]for they received the word 
with [b]great eagerness, examining the Scriptures daily to see whether these things were so. 
 
 
John 2:24 (NASB) 
24 But Jesus, on His part, was not entrusting Himself to them, because He knew all people, 



 
 

 

Leviticus 20:10 (NASB) 
10 ‘If there is a man who commits adultery with another man’s wife, one who commits adultery with his 
friend’s wife, the adulterer and the adulteress must be put to death. 
 
 
Leviticus 19:11 (NASB) 
11 ‘You shall not steal, nor deal falsely, nor lie to one another. 
 
 
Leviticus 19:35 (NASB) 
35 ‘You shall do no wrong in judgment, in measurement of weight, or volume. 
 
 
Deuteronomy 17:2-7 (NASB) 
2 “If there is found in your midst, in any of your [a]towns which the LORD your God is giving you, a man or 
a woman who does what is evil in the sight of the LORD your God, by violating His covenant, 3 and that 
person has gone and served other gods and worshiped them, or the sun, the moon, or any of the 
heavenly [b]lights, which I have commanded not to do, 4 and if it is reported to you and you have 
heard about it, then you shall investigate thoroughly. And [c]if it is true and the report is trustworthy that 
this detestable thing has been done in Israel, 5 then you are to bring out to your gates that man or 
woman who has done this evil deed, that is, the man or the woman, and you shall stone them 
to [d]death. 6 On the [e]testimony of two witnesses or three witnesses, the [f]condemned shall be put to 
death; he shall not be put to death on the [g]testimony of only one witness. 7 The hands of the witnesses 
shall be first against him to put him to death, and afterward the hands of all the people. So you shall 
eliminate the evil from your midst. 
 
 
Deuteronomy 13 (NASB) 
Reject Idolatry 
13 “[a]If a prophet or a dreamer of dreams arises among you and gives you a sign or a wonder, 2 and the 
sign or the wonder comes true, of which he spoke to you, saying, ‘Let’s follow other gods (whom you 
have not known) and let’s serve them,’ 3 you shall not listen to the words of that prophet or dreamer of 
dreams; for the LORD your God is testing you to find out whether you love the LORD your God with all 
your heart and with all your soul. 4 You shall follow the LORD your God and fear Him; and you shall keep 
His commandments, listen to His voice, serve Him, and cling to Him. 5 But that prophet or that dreamer 
of dreams shall be put to death, because he has spoken falsely against the LORD your God who brought 
you out of the land of Egypt and redeemed you from the house of [b]slavery, to drive you from the way in 
which the LORD your God commanded you to walk. So you shall eliminate the evil from among you. 
 
 



 
 

 

6 “If your brother, your mother’s son, or your son or daughter, or the wife [c]you cherish, or your friend 
who is like your own soul, entices you secretly, saying, ‘Let’s go and serve other gods’ (whom neither 
you nor your fathers have known, 7 of the gods of the peoples who are around you, near you, or far from 
you, from one end of the earth to the other end), 8 you shall not consent to him or listen to him; and 
your eye shall not pity him, nor shall you spare or conceal him. 9 Instead, you shall most certainly kill 
him; your hand shall be first against him to put him to death, and afterward the hand of all the 
people. 10 So you shall stone him [d]to death, because he has attempted to drive you away from 
the LORD your God who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of [e]slavery. 11 Then all 
Israel will hear about it and be afraid, and will not do such a wicked thing among you again. 

12 “If you hear in one of your cities, which the LORD your God is giving you to live 
in, anyone saying that 13 some worthless men have gone out from among you and have seduced the 
inhabitants of their city, saying, ‘Let’s go and serve other gods’ (whom you have not known), 14 then you 
shall investigate, search out, and inquire thoroughly. And if it is true and the matter is certain that this 
abomination has been committed among you, 15 you shall most certainly strike the inhabitants of that 
city with the edge of the sword. [f]Utterly destroy it and all who are in it and its cattle, with the edge of 
the sword. 16 Then you shall gather all its plunder into the middle of its public square, and burn the city 
and all its plunder with fire as a whole burnt offering to the LORD your God; and it shall be a [g]ruin 
forever. It shall never be rebuilt. 17 Nothing at all from what is designated for destruction is to cling to 
your hand, in order that the LORD may turn from His burning anger and show mercy to you, and have 
compassion on you and make you increase, just as He has sworn to your fathers, 18 [h]if you will listen to 
the voice of the LORD your God, [i]keeping all His commandments which I am commanding you 
today, [j]and doing what is right in the sight of the LORD your God. 

 

Galatians 3:16 (NASB) 
16 Now the promises were spoken to Abraham and to his seed. He does not say, “And to seeds,” as one 
would in referring to many, but rather as in referring to one, “And to your seed,” that is, Christ. 

 
 
Jeremiah 31:31-34 (NASB) 
31 “Behold, days are coming,” declares the LORD, “when I will make a new covenant with the house of 
Israel and the house of Judah, 32 not like the covenant which I made with their fathers on the day I took 
them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt, My covenant which they broke, although I was 
a husband to them,” declares the LORD. 33 “For this is the covenant which I will make with the house of 
Israel after those days,” declares the LORD: “I will put My law within them and write it on their heart; 
and I will be their God, and they shall be My people. 34 They will not teach again, each one his neighbor 
and each one his brother, saying, ‘Know the LORD,’ for they will all know Me, from the least of them to  



 
 

 
 
the greatest of them,” declares the LORD, “for I will forgive their wrongdoing, and their sin I will no 
longer remember.” 
 
Jeremiah 31:21-26 (NASB) 
21 “Set up roadmarks for yourself, 
Place guideposts for yourself; 
Direct your [a]mind to the highway, 
The way by which you went. 
Return, O virgin of Israel, 
Return to these your cities. 
22 How long will you waver, 
You rebellious daughter? 
For the LORD has created a new thing on the earth: 
A woman will shelter a man.” 

23 This is what the LORD of armies, the God of Israel says: “Once again they will speak this word in the 
land of Judah and in its cities when I restore their fortunes, 

‘The LORD bless you, O place of righteousness, 
O holy hill!’ 

24 Judah and all its cities will live together in it, the farmers and those who travel with flocks. 25 For I give 
plenty of water to the weary ones, and [b]refresh everyone who languishes.” 26 At this I awoke and 
looked, and my sleep had been pleasant to me. 

 
Isaiah 43:19 (NASB) 
19 Behold, I am going to do something new, 
Now it will spring up; 
Will you not be aware of it? 
I will even make a roadway in the wilderness, 
Rivers in the desert. 

 
 
Habakkuk 1:5 (NASB) 
5 “Look among the nations! Watch! 
Be horrified! Be frightened speechless! 
For I am accomplishing a work in your days— 
You would not believe it even if [a]you were told! 
 



 
 

 
Acts 13:36-41 (NASB) 
36 For David, after he had [a]served God’s purpose in his own generation, fell asleep, and was [b]buried 
among his fathers and [c]underwent decay; 37 but He whom God raised did not [d]undergo 
decay. 38 Therefore let it be known to you, [e]brothers, that through [f]Him forgiveness of sins is 
proclaimed to you, 39 and [g]through Him everyone who believes is [h]freed [i]from all things, from which 
you could not be [j]freed [k]through the Law of Moses. 40 Therefore, see that the thing spoken of in the 
Prophets does not come upon you: 
41 ‘LOOK, YOU SCOFFERS, AND BE ASTONISHED, AND [l]PERISH; 
FOR I AM ACCOMPLISHING A WORK IN YOUR DAYS, 
A WORK WHICH YOU WILL NEVER BELIEVE, THOUGH SOMEONE SHOULD DESCRIBE IT TO YOU.’” 
 
 
Matthew 13:52 (NASB) 
52 And [a]Jesus said to them, “Therefore every scribe who has become a disciple of the kingdom of 
heaven is like a head of a household, who brings out of his treasure new things and old.” 
 
 
 
 
Questions: 
 

1. Who led you to Jesus? Was it someone completely qualified in a religious sense?  
2. What new things is God doing in your life right now, or what has He done in the past that 

surprised you? 
3. Name a new “wineskin" idea you may have had in the past, but abandoned because you 

were criticized.  
4. Do you marvel at the creativity of God in nature? Why wouldn't you marvel at His 

recreation of you?  
5. Why wouldn’t God constantly be doing things that were "above and beyond what we 

could think or imagine?” 

 

References: 
 
Charles Haddon Spurgeon, an English Particular Baptist preacher 
 
 
Worship Songs: 
 
Nobody, by Casting Crowns 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rOooelyA9Ws 
 



 
 

 
 
He Is Lord, by Elevation Worship  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zPN6zCNDt5o 
 
See Your Face, by Canyon Hills 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N1G-ToTx7Ig 
 
Blessed Assurance, by Steph Macleod 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WCyrAgBxXnU 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


