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Sermon Verses 

Pastor Jeffrey Cranford 
 

“Now It Begins: Jesus and His Authority Over Sickness and Disease” 
(Luke 4:31-44) 

 
 
1 John 3:8 New American Standard Bible (NASB) 
8 the one who practices sin is of the devil; for the devil [a]has been sinning from the 
beginning. The Son of God appeared for this purpose, to destroy the works of the devil. 

 

Isaiah 61 New American Standard Bible (NASB) 
Exaltation of the Afflicted 
61 The Spirit of the Lord [a]GOD is upon me, 
Because the LORD anointed me 
To bring good news to the humble; 
He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, 
To proclaim [b]release to captives 
And [c]freedom to prisoners; 
2 To proclaim the favorable year of the LORD 
And the day of vengeance of our God; 
To comfort all who mourn, 
3 To grant those who mourn in Zion, 
Giving them a garland instead of ashes, 
The oil of gladness instead of mourning, 
The cloak of praise instead of a disheartened spirit. 
So they will be called [d]oaks of righteousness, 
The planting of the LORD, that He may be glorified. 
4 Then they will rebuild the ancient ruins, 
They will raise up the former devastations; 
And they will repair the ruined cities, 
The desolations of many generations. 
5 Strangers will stand and pasture your flocks, 
And [e]foreigners will be your farmers and your vinedressers. 



 
 

 
 
6 But you will be called the priests of the LORD; 
You will be spoken of as ministers of our God. 
You will eat the wealth of nations, 
And you will boast in their [f]riches. 
7 Instead of your shame you will have a double portion, 
And instead of humiliation they will shout for joy over their portion. 
Therefore they will possess a double portion in their land, 
Everlasting joy will be theirs. 
8 For I, the LORD, love justice, 
I hate robbery [g]in the burnt offering; 
And I will faithfully give them their reward, 
And make an everlasting covenant with them. 
9 Then their offspring will be known among the nations, 
And their descendants in the midst of the peoples. 
All who see them will recognize them 
Because they are the offspring whom the LORD has blessed. 
10 I will rejoice greatly in the LORD, 
My soul will be joyful in my God; 
For He has clothed me with garments of salvation, 
He has wrapped me with a robe of righteousness, 
As a groom puts on a turban, 
And as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 
11 For as the earth produces its sprouts, 
And as a garden causes the things sown in it to spring up, 
So the Lord [h]GOD will cause righteousness and praise 
To spring up before all the nations. 
 
 
Matthew 8:28-34 New American Standard Bible (NASB) 
Jesus Sends Demons into Pigs 
28 And when He came to the other side into the country of the Gadarenes, two demon-
possessed men confronted Him as they were coming out of the tombs. They were so 
extremely violent that no one could pass by that way. 29 And they cried out, saying, “[a]What 
business do You have with us, Son of God? Have You come here to torment us before [b]the  



 
 

 

time?” 30 Now there was a herd of many pigs feeding at a distance from them. 31 And the 
demons begged Him, saying, “If You are going to cast us out, send us into the herd of 
pigs.” 32 And He said to them, “Go!” And they came out and went into the pigs; and behold, the 
whole herd rushed down the steep bank into the sea and [c]drowned in the waters. 33 And the 
herdsmen ran away, and went to the city and reported everything, [d]including what had 
happened to the demon-possessed men. 34 And behold, the whole city came out to meet 
Jesus; and when they saw Him, they pleaded with Him to leave their region. 

 

James 2:19 New American Standard Bible (NASB) 
19 You believe that [a]God is one. You do well; the demons also believe, and shudder. 

 

Matthew 16:13-20 New American Standard Bible (NASB) 
Peter’s Confession of Christ 
13 Now when Jesus came into the region of Caesarea Philippi, He was asking His 
disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” 14 And they said, “Some say John the 
Baptist; and others, [a]Elijah; and still others, [b]Jeremiah, or one of the other prophets.” 15 He 
*said to them, “But who do you yourselves say that I am?” 16 Simon Peter answered, “You 
are the [c]Christ, the Son of the living God.” 17 And Jesus said to him, “Blessed are 
you, Simon [d]Barjona, because flesh and blood did not reveal this to you, but My Father who is 
in heaven. 18 And I also say to you that you are [e]Peter, and upon this [f]rock I will build My 
church; and the gates of Hades will not overpower it. 19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom 
of heaven; and whatever you [g]bind on earth [h]shall have been bound in heaven, and whatever 
you [i]loose on earth [j]shall have been loosed in heaven.” 20 Then He gave the disciples strict 
orders that they were to tell no one that He was the [k]Christ. 

 

Deuteronomy 6:4 New American Standard Bible (NASB) 
4 “Hear, Israel! The LORD is our God, the LORD is one! 

 

1 Peter 1:8 New American Standard Bible (NASB) 
8 and though you have not seen Him, you love Him, and though you do not see Him now, but 
believe in Him, you greatly rejoice with joy inexpressible and [a]full of glory, 



 
 

 

 

1 Peter 1:15 New American Standard Bible (NASB) 
15 but [a]like the Holy One who called you, [b]be holy yourselves also in all your behavior; 

 

1 Peter 1:22-23 New American Standard Bible (NASB) 
22 Since you have purified your souls in obedience to the truth for a sincere love of the 
brothers and sisters, fervently love one another from [a]the heart, 23 for you have been born 
again not of seed which is perishable, but imperishable, that is, through the living and 
enduring word of God. 

 
 
Questions: 
 

1. Why was Jesus performing miracles? Why not just tell people He was there to save 
them? 

2. Do you think most people were more fascinated with the displays of power or Jesus 
Himself? 

3. Are you more intrigued with the power of the kingdom or a relationship with Jesus?  
4. Do you now understand that proclaiming liberty to captives and freedom to prisoners 

applies to this day? 
 
 
References: 
 
Derek Prince, author of Lucifer Exposed: The Devil’s Plan to Destroy Your Life 
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/lucifer-exposed-derek-prince/1111307375 
 
C.S. Lewis, author of Letters of C.S. Lewis 
https://www.amazon.com/Letters-C-S-Lewis/dp/0062643568 
 
Shammah, is a name mentioned several times in the Hebrew Bible 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shammah#:~:text=Shammah%20is%20a%20name%20mentioned
,of%20a%20troop%20of%20Philistines. 
 
John Piper, a Theologian, pastor and founding and senior teacher of desiringGod.org 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
Worship Songs: 
 
Greatest Lord, by Sinach 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T31c51kG9mM&feature=youtu.be 
 
Hello Grace, by Selah 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dr0HGORnPOE&feature=youtu.be 
 
Yet Not I But Through Christ In Me (Live), by Selah 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dHJPwI1Qioo&feature=youtu.be 
 
Purify My Heart, by Jeremy Riddle 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ayH5iV5zmrI 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


