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“The Amazing John the Baptist” 

 
 

Luke 3:2-14 New American Standard Bible (NASB) 
2 in the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John, the son of 
Zechariah, in the wilderness. 3 And he came into all the region around the Jordan, preaching a 
baptism of repentance [a]for the forgiveness of sins; 4 as it is written in the book of the words of 
Isaiah the prophet: 

“THE VOICE OF ONE CALLING [b]OUT IN THE WILDERNESS, 
‘PREPARE THE WAY OF THE LORD, 
MAKE HIS PATHS STRAIGHT! 
5 EVERY RAVINE WILL BE FILLED, 
AND EVERY MOUNTAIN AND HILL WILL BE LOWERED; 
THE CROOKED WILL BECOME STRAIGHT, 
AND THE ROUGH ROADS SMOOTH; 
6 AND ALL [c]FLESH WILL SEE THE SALVATION OF GOD!’” 
7 So he was saying to the crowds who were going out to be baptized by him, “You [d]offspring 
of vipers, who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8 Therefore produce fruits that are 
consistent with repentance, and do not start saying [e]to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as 
our father,’ for I say to you that from these stones God is able to raise up children for 
Abraham. 9 But indeed the axe is already being laid at the root of the trees; so every tree that 
does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.” 

10 And the crowds were questioning him, saying, “Then what are we to do?” 11 And he would 
answer and say to them, “The one who has two [f]tunics is to share with the one who has none; 
and the one who has food is to do likewise.” 12 Now even tax collectors came to be baptized, 
and they said to him, “Teacher, what are we to do?” 13 And he said to them, “[g]Collect no more 
than what you have been ordered to.” 14 And soldiers also were questioning him, saying, “What 



 
are we to do, we as well?” And he said to them, “Do not extort money from anyone, 
nor [h]harass anyone, and be content with your wages.” 

 
Malachi 4:5-6 New American Standard Bible (NASB) 
5 “Behold, I am going to send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and terrible 
day of the LORD. 6 He will turn the hearts of the fathers back to their children and the hearts of 
the children to their fathers, so that I will not come and strike the land with complete 
destruction.” 

 

Luke 1:17 New American Standard Bible (NASB) 
17 And it is he who will go as a forerunner before Him in the spirit and power of Elijah, TO TURN 

THE HEARTS OF FATHERS BACK TO THEIR CHILDREN, and the disobedient to the attitude of the 
righteous, to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.” 

 
John 1:21 New American Standard Bible (NASB) 
21 And so they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” And he *said, “I am not.” “Are you the 
Prophet?” And he answered, “No.” 

 

Matthew 17:10-13 New American Standard Bible (NASB) 
10 And His disciples asked Him, “Why then do the scribes say that Elijah must come 
first?” 11 And He answered and said, “Elijah is coming and will restore all things; 12 but I say to 
you that Elijah already came, and they did not recognize him, but did [a]to him whatever they 
wanted. So also the Son of Man is going to suffer [b]at their hands.” 13 Then the disciples 
understood that He had spoken to them about John the Baptist. 

 

1 Kings 17:1-6 New American Standard Bible (NASB) 
Elijah Predicts Drought 
17 Now Elijah the Tishbite, who was of [a]the settlers of Gilead, said to Ahab, “As the LORD, the 
God of Israel lives, before whom I stand, there shall certainly be neither dew nor 
rain during these years, except by my word.” 2 Then the word of the LORD came to him, 
saying, 3 “Go away from here and turn eastward, and hide yourself by the brook Cherith, which 



 
is [b]east of the Jordan. 4 And it shall be that you will drink from the brook, and I have 
commanded the ravens to provide food for you there.” 5 So he went and 
did everything according to the word of the LORD, for he went and lived by the brook Cherith, 
which is [c]east of the Jordan. 6 And the ravens brought him bread and meat in the morning and 
bread and meat in the evening, and he would drink from the brook. 

 

1 Kings 18:37-40 New American Standard Bible (NASB) 
37 Answer me, LORD, answer me, so that this people may know that You, LORD, are God, 
and that You have turned their heart back.” 38 Then the fire of the LORD fell and consumed the 
burnt offering and the wood, and the stones and the dust; and it licked up the water that was in 
the trench. 39 When all the people saw this, they fell on their faces; and they said, “The LORD, 
He is God; the LORD, He is God!” 40 Then Elijah said to them, “Seize the prophets of Baal; do 
not let one of them escape.” So they seized them; and Elijah brought them down to the brook 
Kishon, and slaughtered them there. 

 

2 Kings 1:9-12 New American Standard Bible (NASB) 
9 Then the king sent to him a captain of fifty with his fifty men. And he went up to him, and 
behold, he was sitting on the top of the hill. And he said to him, “You man of God, the king 
says, ‘Come down.’” 10 But Elijah replied to the captain of fifty, “If I am a man of God, may fire 
come down from heaven and consume you and your fifty.” Then fire came down from heaven 
and consumed him and his fifty men. 

11 So the king again sent to him another captain of fifty with his fifty men. And he said to him, 
“You man of God, this is what the king says: ‘Come down quickly!’” 12 But Elijah replied to 
them, “If I am a man of God, may fire come down from heaven and consume you and your 
fifty.” Then the fire of God came down from heaven and consumed him and his fifty men. 

 
Luke 3:15 New American Standard Bible (NASB) 
15 Now while the people were in a state of expectation and they all were thinking carefully in 
their hearts about John, whether he himself perhaps was the [a]Christ, 

 

 



 
Hebrews 11:33-40 New American Standard Bible (NASB) 
33 who by faith conquered kingdoms, performed acts of righteousness, obtained promises, shut 
the mouths of lions, 34 quenched the power of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, from 
weakness were made strong, became mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight. 35 Women 
received back their dead by resurrection; and others were tortured, not accepting 
their [a]release, so that they might obtain a better resurrection; 36 and others [b]experienced 
mocking and flogging, and further, chains and imprisonment. 37 They were stoned, they were 
sawn in two, [c]they were tempted, they were put to death with the sword; they went about in 
sheepskins, in goatskins, being destitute, afflicted, tormented 38 (people of whom the world 
was not worthy), wandering in deserts, on mountains, and sheltering in caves and holes [d]in the 
ground. 

39 And all these, having gained approval through their faith, did not receive [e]what was 
promised, 40 because God had [f]provided something better for us, so that apart from us they 
would not be made perfect. 

 

Acts 2:36-38 New American Standard Bible (NASB) 
36 Therefore let all the house of Israel know for certain that God has made Him both Lord 
and [a]Christ—this Jesus whom you crucified.” 

37 Now when they heard this, they were [b]pierced to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of 
the apostles, “[c]Brothers, what are we to do?” 38 Peter said to them, “Repent, and each of you 
be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; and you will receive 
the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

 

Matthew 11:7-15 New American Standard Bible (NASB) 
Jesus’ Tribute to John 
7 As these disciples of John were going away, Jesus began speaking to the crowds about 
John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? 8 [a]But 
what did you go out to see? A man dressed in soft clothing? Those who wear soft clothing are 
in kings’ [b]palaces! 9 [c]But what did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and one who 
is more than a prophet. 10 This is the one about whom it [d]is written: 



 
‘BEHOLD, I AM SENDING MY MESSENGER [e]AHEAD OF YOU, 
WHO WILL PREPARE YOUR WAY BEFORE YOU.’ 
11 Truly I say to you, among those born of women there has not arisen anyone greater than 
John the Baptist! Yet the one who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than 
he. 12 And from the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven has been treated 
violently, and violent men take it by force. 13 For all the Prophets and the Law prophesied until 
John. 14 And if you are willing to accept it, John himself is Elijah who [f]was to come. 15 The one 
who has ears to hear, [g]let him hear. 

 
Questions: 

1. Had you ever understood John as being the "best of the best"? 
2. What are the several things John's ministry represented? 
3. How might you use John's ministry to help a friend see their plight without Jesus? 
4. Does it give you confidence to know that John's life was predicted hundreds of years in 

advance? 
5. Do you realize that God has a specific role for you to play in the earth, and it was 

written before your birth?  
6. Do you realize that you are greater than John?  

 
 
Worship Songs 
 
Make Room, by Casting Crowns 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iUFSxt7qkNw 
 
Breath of Heaven, by Amy Grant 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FWo3qlqyW1c 
 
Come All Ye Faithful, by Celtic Woman 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xNO5jZ2MuNY 
 
Little Drummer Boy, by for King and Country 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6eeNx8-i5T4 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 


