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Sermon Verses 
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“The Expectant Ones” 

 
 

Luke 1:26-55 New American Standard Bible (NASB) 
Jesus’ Birth Foretold 
26 Now in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city in Galilee 
named Nazareth, 27 to a virgin [a]betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of 
the [b]descendants of David; and the virgin’s name was [c]Mary. 28 And coming in, he said to her, 
“Greetings, favored one! The Lord [d]is with you.” 29 But she was very perplexed 
at this statement, and was pondering what kind of greeting this was. 30 And the angel said to 
her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31 And behold, you will 
conceive in your womb and give birth to a son, and you shall name Him Jesus. 32 He will be 
great and will be called the Son of the Most High; and the Lord God will give Him the throne of 
His father David; 33 and He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and His kingdom will 
have no end.” 34 But Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I [e]am a virgin?” 35 The 
angel answered and said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the 
Most High will overshadow you; for that reason also the [f]holy Child will be called the Son of 
God. 36 And behold, even your relative Elizabeth herself has conceived a son in her old age, 
and [g]she who was called infertile is now in her sixth month. 37 For nothing will be impossible 
with God.” 38 And Mary said, “Behold, the Lord’s bond-servant; may it be done to me 
according to your word.” And the angel departed from her. 

Mary Visits Elizabeth 

39 Now [h]at this time Mary set out and went in a hurry to the hill country, to a city of 
Judah, 40 and she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41 When Elizabeth 
heard Mary’s greeting, the baby leaped in her womb, and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy 
Spirit. 42 And she cried out with a loud voice and said, “Blessed are you among women, and 
blessed is the fruit of your womb! 43 And [i]how has it happened to me that the mother of my 
Lord would come to me? 44 For behold, when the sound of your greeting reached my ears, the 



 
baby leaped in my womb for joy. 45 And blessed is she who [j]believed that there would be a 
fulfillment of what had been spoken to her [k]by the Lord.” 

Mary’s Song: The Magnificat 

46 And Mary said: 

“My soul [l]exalts the Lord, 
47 And my spirit has rejoiced in God my Savior. 
48 For He has had regard for the humble state of His bond-servant; 
For behold, from now on all generations will [m]call me blessed. 
49 For the Mighty One has done great things for me; 
And holy is His name. 
50 And His mercy is to generation [n]after generation 
Toward those who fear Him. 
51 He has done [o]mighty deeds with His arm; 
He has scattered those who were proud in the [p]thoughts of their hearts. 
52 He has brought down rulers from their thrones, 
And has exalted those who were humble. 
53 He has filled the hungry with good things, 
And sent the rich away empty-handed. 
54 He has given help to His servant Israel, 
[q]In remembrance of His mercy, 
55 Just as He spoke to our fathers, 
To Abraham and his [r]descendants forever.” 
 

Romans 3:20 New American Standard Bible (NASB) 
20 because by the works [a]of the Law [b]none of mankind will be justified in His sight; 
for [c]through the Law comes [d]knowledge of sin. 

 

1 John 3:7 New American Standard Bible (NASB) 
7 Little children, make sure no one deceives you; the one who practices righteousness is 
righteous, just as He is righteous; 

 



 
 

Luke 2:15-20 New American Standard Bible (NASB) 
15 When the angels had departed from them into heaven, the shepherds began saying to one 
another, “Let’s go straight to Bethlehem, then, and see this thing that has happened, which the 
Lord has made known to us.” 16 And they came in a hurry and found their way to Mary and 
Joseph, and the baby as He lay in the [a]manger. 17 When they had seen Him, they made known 
the statement which had been told them about this Child. 18 And all who heard it were amazed 
about the things which were told them by the shepherds. 19 But Mary treasured all these things, 
pondering them in her heart. 20 And the shepherds went back, glorifying and praising God for 
all that they had heard and seen, just as had been told them. 

 

Matthew 2:1-6 New American Standard Bible (NASB) 
The Visit of the Magi 
2 Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, 
behold, [a]magi from the east arrived in Jerusalem, saying, 2 “Where is He who has been 
born King of the Jews? For we saw His star in the east and have come to worship 
Him.” 3 When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. 4 And 
gathering together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where 
the [b]Messiah was to be born. 5 They said to him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for this is what has 
been written [c]by [d]the prophet: 

6 ‘AND YOU, BETHLEHEM, LAND OF JUDAH, 
ARE BY NO MEANS LEAST AMONG THE LEADERS OF JUDAH; 
FOR FROM YOU WILL COME FORTH A RULER 
WHO WILL SHEPHERD MY PEOPLE ISRAEL.’” 
 

Deuteronomy 4:19 New American Standard Bible (NASB) 
19 And be careful not to raise your eyes to heaven and look at the sun, the moon, and the 
stars, all the heavenly [a]lights, and allow yourself to be drawn away and worship them and 
serve them, things which the LORD your God has allotted to all the peoples under the whole 
heaven. 

 

 



 
Luke 2:21-38 New American Standard Bible (NASB) 
Jesus Presented at the Temple 
21 And when eight days were completed [a]so that it was time for His circumcision, He was also 
named Jesus, the name given by the angel before He was conceived in the womb. 

22 And when the days for [b]their purification according to the Law of Moses were completed, 
they brought Him up to Jerusalem to present Him to the Lord 23 (as it is written in the Law of 
the Lord: “EVERY FIRSTBORN MALE THAT OPENS THE WOMB SHALL BE CALLED HOLY TO THE 

LORD”), 24 and to offer a sacrifice according to what has been stated in the Law of the Lord: 
“A PAIR OF TURTLEDOVES OR TWO YOUNG DOVES.” 

25 And there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; and this man was righteous 
and devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel; and the Holy Spirit was upon 
him. 26 And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he 
had seen the Lord’s [c]Christ. 27 And he came [d]by the Spirit into the temple; and when the 
parents brought in the child Jesus, [e]to carry out for Him the custom of the Law, 28 then he took 
Him in his arms, and blessed God, and said, 

29 “Now, Lord, You are letting Your bond-servant depart in peace, 
According to Your word; 
30 For my eyes have seen Your salvation, 
31 Which You have prepared in the presence of all the peoples: 
32 A light for revelation [f]for the Gentiles, 
And the glory of Your people Israel.” 
33 And His father and mother were amazed at the things which were being said about 
Him. 34 And Simeon blessed them and said to His mother Mary, “Behold, this Child is 
appointed for the fall and [g]rise of many in Israel, and as a sign to be [h]opposed— 35 and a 
sword will pierce your own soul—to the end that thoughts from many hearts may be revealed.” 

36 And there was a prophetess, [i]Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was 
advanced in [j]years and had lived with her husband for seven years after 
her [k]marriage, 37 and then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She did not leave the 
temple grounds, serving night and day with fasts and prayers. 38 And at that very [l]moment she 
came up and began giving thanks to God, and continued to speak about Him to all those who 
were looking forward to the redemption of Jerusalem. 

 



 
Isaiah 40:31 New American Standard Bible (NASB) 
31 Yet those who [a]wait for the LORD 
Will gain new strength; 
They will [b]mount up with wings like eagles, 
They will run and not get tired, 
They will walk and not become weary. 
 
 
Lamentations 3:25-26 New American Standard Bible (NASB) 
25 The LORD is good to those who [a]await Him, 
To the [b]person who seeks Him. 
26 It is good that he waits silently 
For the salvation of the LORD. 
 
 
Micah 7:7-8 New American Standard Bible (NASB) 
God Is the Source of Salvation and Light 
7 But as for me, I will be on the watch for the LORD; 
I will wait for the God of my salvation. 
My God will hear me. 
8 Do not rejoice over me, enemy of mine. 
Though I fall I will rise; 
Though I live in darkness, the LORD is a light for me. 
 

Proverbs 8:34-35 New American Standard Bible (NASB) 
34 Blessed is the person who listens to me, 
Watching daily at my gates, 
Waiting at my doorposts. 
35 For one who finds me finds life, 
And obtains favor from the LORD. 
 
 
 
 



 
2 Peter 3:10-14 New American Standard Bible (NASB) 
A New Heaven and Earth 
10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, in which the heavens will pass away with a roar 
and the elements will be destroyed with intense heat, and the earth and [a]its works will 
be [b]discovered. 

11 Since all these things are to be destroyed in this way, what sort of people ought you to be in 
holy conduct and godliness, 12 looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God, 
because of which the heavens will be destroyed by burning, and the elements will melt with 
intense heat! 13 But according to His promise we are looking for new heavens and a new 
earth, in which righteousness dwells. 

14 Therefore, beloved, since you look for these things, be diligent to be found spotless and 
blameless by Him, at peace, 

 

Hebrews 10:35-39 New American Standard Bible (NASB) 
35 Therefore, do not throw away your confidence, which has a great reward. 36 For you have 
need of endurance, so that when you have done the will of God, you may receive [a]what was 
promised. 

37 FOR YET IN A VERY LITTLE WHILE, 
HE WHO IS COMING WILL COME, AND WILL NOT DELAY. 
38 BUT MY RIGHTEOUS ONE WILL LIVE BY FAITH; 
AND IF HE SHRINKS BACK, MY SOUL HAS NO PLEASURE IN HIM. 
39 But [b]we are not among those who shrink back to destruction, but of those who have faith for 
the safekeeping of the soul. 

 

Qualities: 

1. Humble 
2. Attentive and watchful 
3. Obedient 
4. Pure 
5. Courage to obey 

 



 
 

References: 

Greek word: prosdokao, to wait, expect 

https://biblehub.com/greek/4328.htm 

 
 
Questions: 
 

1. Have you ever thought of being "favored?" 
 

2. In thinking about the qualities of an actor on the stage of drama, what qualities do you 
feel you possess and what qualities do you need to seek more clarity on? 

 
3.  Does the return of the King dominate all other expectations in your life? 

 
4.  If not, how might you increase your focus on "the end of all things?"  

 
 
 
Worship Songs 
 
O Come, O Come Emmanuel, by for King and Country 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SkvYR4BcHYc&feature=youtu.be 
 
I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day, by Casting Crowns 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F756Mjxxrvc 
 
O Holy Night, by Lexi Walker – The Piano Guys 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WGHUmpUu7Gw 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 


