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“Sunday Gathering – The Barren Womb” 

 

Luke 1:5-25 New American Standard Bible (NASB) 
John the Baptist’s Birth Foretold 
5 In the days of Herod, king of Judea, there was a priest named Zechariah, of the division 
of [a]Abijah; and he had a wife [b]from the daughters of Aaron, and her name was 
Elizabeth. 6 They were both righteous in the sight of God, walking blamelessly in all the 
commandments and requirements of the Lord. 7 And yet they had no child, because Elizabeth 
was infertile, and they were both advanced in [c]years. 

8 Now it happened that while he was performing his priestly service before God in the 
appointed order of his division, 9 according to the custom of the priestly office, he was chosen 
by lot to enter the temple of the Lord and burn incense. 10 And the whole multitude of the 
people were in prayer outside at the hour of the incense offering. 11 Now an angel of the Lord 
appeared to him, standing to the right of the altar of incense. 12 Zechariah was troubled when 
he saw the angel, and fear [d]gripped him. 13 But the angel said to him, “Do not be afraid, 
Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard, and your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you 
shall [e]name him John. 14 You will have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice over his 
birth. 15 For he will be great in the sight of the Lord; and he will drink no wine or liquor, and he 
will be filled with the Holy Spirit [f]while still in his mother’s womb. 16 And he will turn many of the 
sons of Israel back to the Lord their God. 17 And it is he who will go as a forerunner before Him 
in the spirit and power of Elijah, TO TURN THE HEARTS OF FATHERS BACK TO THEIR CHILDREN, and 
the disobedient to the attitude of the righteous, to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.” 

18 Zechariah said to the angel, “How will I know this? For I am an old man, and my wife is 
advanced in her [g]years.” 19 The angel answered and said to him, “I am Gabriel, who [h]stands in 
the presence of God, and I was sent to speak to you and to bring you this good news. 20 And 
behold, you will be silent and unable to speak until the day when these things take place, 
because you did not believe my words, which will be fulfilled at their proper time.” 



 
21 And meanwhile the people were waiting for Zechariah, and were wondering at his delay in 
the temple. 22 But when he came out, he was unable to speak to them; and they realized that 
he had seen a vision in the temple, and he repeatedly [i]made signs to them, and remained 
speechless. 23 When the days of his priestly service were concluded, he went back home. 

24 Now after these days his wife Elizabeth became pregnant, and she kept herself [j]in seclusion 
for five months, saying, 25 “This is the way the Lord has dealt with me in the days when He 
looked with favor upon me, to take away my disgrace among people.” 

 

Psalm 113 New American Standard Bible (NASB) 
The LORD Exalts the Humble. 
113 [a]Praise [b]the LORD! 
Praise Him, you servants of the LORD, 
Praise the name of the LORD. 
2 Blessed be the name of the LORD 
From this time on and forever. 
3 From [c]the rising of the sun to its setting, 
The name of the LORD is to be praised. 
4 The LORD is high above all nations; 
His glory is above the heavens. 
5 Who is like the LORD our God, 
Who is enthroned on high, 
6 Who looks far down to 
The heavens and the earth? 
7 He raises the poor from the dust, 
He lifts the needy from the garbage heap, 
8 To seat them with noblemen, 
With the noblemen of His people. 
9 He has the infertile woman live in the house 
As a joyful mother of children. 
[d]Praise [e]the LORD! 
 
 
 



 
Isaiah 9:2 New American Standard Bible (NASB) 
2 [a]The people who walk in darkness 
Will see a great light; 
Those who live in a dark land, 
The light will shine on them. 
 
 
1 Samuel 2:1-10 New American Standard Bible (NASB) 
Hannah’s Song of Thanksgiving 
2 Then Hannah prayed and said, 

“My heart rejoices in the LORD; 
My [a]horn is exalted in the LORD, 
My mouth [b]speaks boldly against my enemies, 
Because I rejoice in Your salvation. 
2 There is no one holy like the LORD, 
Indeed, there is no one besides You, 
Nor is there any rock like our God. 
3 Do not go on [c]boasting so very proudly, 
Do not let arrogance come out of your mouth; 
For the LORD is a God of knowledge, 
And [d]with Him actions are weighed. 
4 The bows of the mighty are broken to pieces, 
But those who have stumbled strap on strength. 
5 Those who were full hire themselves out for bread, 
But those who were hungry cease to be hungry. 
Even the infertile woman gives birth to seven, 
But she who has many children languishes. 
6 The LORD puts to death and makes alive; 
He brings down to [e]Sheol and brings up. 
7 The LORD makes poor and rich; 
He humbles, He also exalts. 
8 He raises the poor from the dust, 
He lifts the needy from the garbage heap 
To seat them with nobles, 



 
And He gives them a seat of honor as an inheritance; 
For the pillars of the earth are the LORD’S, 
And He set the world on them. 
9 He watches over the feet of His godly ones, 
But the wicked ones are silenced in darkness; 
For not by might shall a person prevail. 
10 Those who contend with the LORD will be terrified; 
Against them He will thunder in the heavens, 
The LORD will judge the ends of the earth; 
And He will give strength to His king, 
And will exalt the [f]horn of His anointed.” 
 
 
Luke 1:57-80 New American Standard Bible (NASB) 
John the Baptist Is Born 
57 Now the time [a]had come for Elizabeth to give birth, and she gave birth to a son. 58 Her 
neighbors and her relatives heard that the Lord had [b]displayed His great mercy toward her; 
and they were rejoicing with her. 

59 And it happened that on the eighth day they came to circumcise the child, and they were 
going to call him Zechariah, [c]after his father. 60 And yet his mother responded and said, “No 
indeed; but he shall be called John.” 61 And they said to her, “There is no one among your 
relatives who is called by this name.” 62 And they [d]made signs to his father, as to what he 
wanted him called. 63 And he asked for a tablet and wrote [e]as follows, “His name is John.” And 
they were all amazed. 64 And at once his mouth was opened and his tongue freed, and 
he began speaking in praise of God. 65 And fear came on all those who lived around them; and 
all these matters were being talked about in the entire hill country of Judea. 66 All who 
heard them kept them in mind, saying, “What then will this child turn out to be?” For indeed the 
hand of the Lord was with him. 

Zechariah’s Prophecy 

67 And his father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and prophesied, saying: 

68 “Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, 
For He has visited us and accomplished redemption for His people, 



 
69 And has raised up a horn of salvation for us 
In the house of His servant David— 
70 Just as He spoke by the mouth of His holy prophets from ancient times— 
71 [f]Salvation from our enemies, 
And from the hand of all who hate us; 
72 To show mercy to our fathers, 
And to remember His holy covenant, 
73 The oath which He swore to our father Abraham, 
74 To grant us that we, being rescued from the hand of our enemies, 
Would serve Him without fear, 
75 In holiness and righteousness before Him all our days. 
76 And you, child, also will be called the prophet of the Most High; 
For you will go on before the Lord to prepare His ways; 
77 To give His people the knowledge of salvation 
[g]By the forgiveness of their sins, 
78 Because of the tender mercy of our God, 
With which the Sunrise from on high will visit us, 
79 To shine on those who sit in darkness and the shadow of death, 
To guide our feet into the way of peace.” 
80 Now the child grew and was becoming strong in spirit, and he lived in the deserts until the 
day of his public appearance to Israel. 

 
Matthew 28:19-20 New American Standard Bible (NASB) 
19 [a]Go, therefore, and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to [b]follow all that I commanded you; 
and behold, I am with you [c]always, to the end of the age.” 

 

1 Corinthians 4:15 New American Standard Bible (NASB) 
15 For if you were to have countless tutors in Christ, yet you would not have many fathers, for 
in Christ Jesus I became your father through the gospel. 

 

 



 
Galatians 4:19-20 New American Standard Bible (NASB) 
19 My children, with whom I am again in labor until Christ is formed in you— 20 but I could wish 
to be present with you now and to change my tone of voice, for I am at a loss about you! 

 

Hebrews 11:32-40 New American Standard Bible (NASB) 
32 And what more shall I say? For time will fail me if I tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, 
of David and Samuel and the prophets, 33 who by faith conquered kingdoms, performed acts 
of righteousness, obtained promises, shut the mouths of lions, 34 quenched the power of 
fire, escaped the edge of the sword, from weakness were made strong, became mighty in 
war, put foreign armies to flight. 35 Women received back their dead by resurrection; and others 
were tortured, not accepting their [a]release, so that they might obtain a better 
resurrection; 36 and others [b]experienced mocking and flogging, and further, chains and 
imprisonment. 37 They were stoned, they were sawn in two, [c]they were tempted, they were put 
to death with the sword; they went about in sheepskins, in goatskins, being destitute, 
afflicted, tormented 38 (people of whom the world was not worthy), wandering in 
deserts, on mountains, and sheltering in caves and holes [d]in the ground. 

39 And all these, having gained approval through their faith, did not receive [e]what was 
promised, 40 because God had [f]provided something better for us, so that apart from us they 
would not be made perfect. 

 
Questions: 

1. Do barren areas exist in your life right now? Are you spiritually parched? Are you exhausted from 
unanswered prayer? Do you have family members that have rejected God? Are you struggling 
with a health issue or do you have a family member who is? Does life feel dry and unfruitful right 
now? 

 
2. If so, has God encouraged you today with His faithfulness toward us through Jesus/ the light of 

the world; the One who can flip everything in a moment? 
 

3. What would your prayer of thanksgiving look like if the Lord sovereignly answers the "impossible" 
prayer you are praying today?  

 
Names and their meanings 
 
Isaac:  Laughter 
Jacob: One who replaces.  Heel holder, will not let go of the promise God make 
Joseph:  Add/increase 



 
Samson:  Sun like 
Samuel:  Name of the God 
John:  That God is gracious 
 
 
Worship Songs 
 
As It Is In Heaven, by Alisa Turner 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u9OygjhOmXE 
 
Ancient of Days, by CityAlight 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EQNj_6NxseI 
 
Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus, by Natalie Grant 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HKxvm28ZZII 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 


