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Sermon Verses 
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“Are You Known for Hope?” 

 

Ephesians 2:12 New International Version (NIV) 
12 remember that at that time you were separate from Christ, excluded from citizenship in Israel and 

foreigners to the covenants of the promise, without hope and without God in the world. 

 
Acts 4:1-14 New International Version (NIV) 
Peter and John Before the Sanhedrin 
4 The priests and the captain of the temple guard and the Sadducees came up to Peter and John while 

they were speaking to the people. 2 They were greatly disturbed because the apostles were teaching the 

people, proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection of the dead. 3 They seized Peter and John and, because it 

was evening, they put them in jail until the next day. 4 But many who heard the message believed; so the 

number of men who believed grew to about five thousand. 

5 The next day the rulers, the elders and the teachers of the law met in Jerusalem. 6 Annas the high priest 

was there, and so were Caiaphas, John, Alexander and others of the high priest’s family. 7 They had Peter 

and John brought before them and began to question them: “By what power or what name did you do 

this?” 

8 Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them: “Rulers and elders of the people! 9 If we are being 

called to account today for an act of kindness shown to a man who was lame and are being asked how 

he was healed, 10 then know this, you and all the people of Israel: It is by the name of Jesus Christ of 

Nazareth, whom you crucified but whom God raised from the dead, that this man stands before you 

healed. 11 Jesus is 

“‘the stone you builders rejected, 

    which has become the cornerstone.’[a] 
12 Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to mankind by which 

we must be saved.” 

 



 
 

13 When they saw the courage of Peter and John and realized that they were unschooled, ordinary 

men, they were astonished and they took note that these men had been with Jesus. 14 But since they 

could see the man who had been healed standing there with them, there was nothing they could say. 

 
 
Acts 8:26-38 New International Version (NIV) 
Philip and the Ethiopian 
26 Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Go south to the road—the desert road—that goes down from 

Jerusalem to Gaza.” 27 So he started out, and on his way he met an Ethiopian[a] eunuch, an important 

official in charge of all the treasury of the Kandake (which means “queen of the Ethiopians”). This man 

had gone to Jerusalem to worship, 28 and on his way home was sitting in his chariot reading the Book of 

Isaiah the prophet. 29 The Spirit told Philip, “Go to that chariot and stay near it.” 

30 Then Philip ran up to the chariot and heard the man reading Isaiah the prophet. “Do you understand 

what you are reading?” Philip asked. 

31 “How can I,” he said, “unless someone explains it to me?” So he invited Philip to come up and sit with 

him. 

32 This is the passage of Scripture the eunuch was reading: 

“He was led like a sheep to the slaughter, 

    and as a lamb before its shearer is silent, 

    so he did not open his mouth. 
33 In his humiliation he was deprived of justice. 

    Who can speak of his descendants? 

    For his life was taken from the earth.”[b] 
34 The eunuch asked Philip, “Tell me, please, who is the prophet talking about, himself or someone 

else?” 35 Then Philip began with that very passage of Scripture and told him the good news about Jesus. 

36 As they traveled along the road, they came to some water and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water. 

What can stand in the way of my being baptized?” [37] [c] 38 And he gave orders to stop the chariot. Then 

both Philip and the eunuch went down into the water and Philip baptized him. 

 
 



 
 

1 Peter 3:15 New International Version (NIV) 
15 But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks 

you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect, 

 

Acts 11:1-27 New International Version (NIV) 
Peter Explains His Actions 
11 The apostles and the believers throughout Judea heard that the Gentiles also had received the word 

of God. 2 So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcised believers criticized him 3 and said, “You 

went into the house of uncircumcised men and ate with them.” 

4 Starting from the beginning, Peter told them the whole story: 5 “I was in the city of Joppa praying, and 

in a trance I saw a vision. I saw something like a large sheet being let down from heaven by its four 

corners, and it came down to where I was. 6 I looked into it and saw four-footed animals of the earth, 

wild beasts, reptiles and birds. 7 Then I heard a voice telling me, ‘Get up, Peter. Kill and eat.’ 

8 “I replied, ‘Surely not, Lord! Nothing impure or unclean has ever entered my mouth.’ 

9 “The voice spoke from heaven a second time, ‘Do not call anything impure that God has made 

clean.’ 10 This happened three times, and then it was all pulled up to heaven again. 

11 “Right then three men who had been sent to me from Caesarea stopped at the house where I was 

staying. 12 The Spirit told me to have no hesitation about going with them. These six brothers also went 

with me, and we entered the man’s house. 13 He told us how he had seen an angel appear in his house 

and say, ‘Send to Joppa for Simon who is called Peter. 14 He will bring you a message through which you 

and all your household will be saved.’ 

15 “As I began to speak, the Holy Spirit came on them as he had come on us at the beginning. 16 Then I 

remembered what the Lord had said: ‘John baptized with[a] water, but you will be baptized with[b] the 

Holy Spirit.’ 17 So if God gave them the same gift he gave us who believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who 

was I to think that I could stand in God’s way?” 

18 When they heard this, they had no further objections and praised God, saying, “So then, even to 

Gentiles God has granted repentance that leads to life.” 

The Church in Antioch 



 
19 Now those who had been scattered by the persecution that broke out when Stephen was 

killed traveled as far as Phoenicia, Cyprus and Antioch, spreading the word only among Jews. 20 Some of 

them, however, men from Cyprus and Cyrene, went to Antioch and began to speak to Greeks also, 

telling them the good news about the Lord Jesus. 21 The Lord’s hand was with them, and a great number 

of people believed and turned to the Lord. 

22 News of this reached the church in Jerusalem, and they sent Barnabas to Antioch. 23 When he arrived 

and saw what the grace of God had done, he was glad and encouraged them all to remain true to the 

Lord with all their hearts. 24 He was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and faith, and a great number of 

people were brought to the Lord. 

25 Then Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul, 26 and when he found him, he brought him to Antioch. 

So for a whole year Barnabas and Saul met with the church and taught great numbers of people. The 

disciples were called Christians first at Antioch. 

27 During this time some prophets came down from Jerusalem to Antioch. 

 

Acts 15:37-39 New International Version (NIV) 
37 Barnabas wanted to take John, also called Mark, with them, 38 but Paul did not think it wise to take 

him, because he had deserted them in Pamphylia and had not continued with them in the work. 39 They 

had such a sharp disagreement that they parted company. Barnabas took Mark and sailed for Cyprus, 

 

Acts 13:2-3 New International Version (NIV) 
2 While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for me Barnabas and 

Saul for the work to which I have called them.” 3 So after they had fasted and prayed, they placed their 

hands on them and sent them off. 

 

Acts 16:13-15 New International Version (NIV) 
13 On the Sabbath we went outside the city gate to the river, where we expected to find a place of 

prayer. We sat down and began to speak to the women who had gathered there. 14 One of those 

listening was a woman from the city of Thyatira named Lydia, a dealer in purple cloth. She was a 

worshiper of God. The Lord opened her heart to respond to Paul’s message. 15 When she and the 



 
members of her household were baptized, she invited us to her home. “If you consider me a believer in 

the Lord,” she said, “come and stay at my house.” And she persuaded us. 

 

Acts 16:40 New International Version (NIV) 
40 After Paul and Silas came out of the prison, they went to Lydia’s house, where they met with the 

brothers and sisters and encouraged them. Then they left. 

 
Acts 16:3-4 New International Version (NIV) 
3 Paul wanted to take him along on the journey, so he circumcised him because of the Jews who lived in 

that area, for they all knew that his father was a Greek. 4 As they traveled from town to town, they 

delivered the decisions reached by the apostles and elders in Jerusalem for the people to obey 

 

Acts 19:10 New International Version (NIV) 
10 This went on for two years, so that all the Jews and Greeks who lived in the province 
of Asia heard the word of the Lord. 

 

Colossians 4:12 New International Version (NIV) 
12 Epaphras, who is one of you and a servant of Christ Jesus, sends greetings. He is always wrestling in 

prayer for you, that you may stand firm in all the will of God, mature and fully assured. 

 

Romans 15:13 New International Version (NIV) 
13 May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with 

hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
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Worship Songs 
 
There Is A Power, by Rita Springer 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z6Gm8lR5gPc&feature=youtu.be 

 
There’s Nothing That Our God Can’t Do, by Passion 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5MChgCghLJg&feature=youtu.be 

 
Peace Be Still, by Hope Darst 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lsIpGiz3SfQ&feature=youtu.be 

 
How Great Thou Art, by Hillsong UNITED featuring Lauren Daigle 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p-hvI1nbS80&feature=youtu.be 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 



 
 

 



 
 


