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“What Good is Prayer Anyway?” 

 
 

2 Kings 18:3-7 New American Standard Bible (NASB) 
3 He did right in the sight of the LORD, according to all that his father David had done. 4 He removed the 

high places and broke down the sacred pillars and cut down the [a]Asherah. He also broke in pieces the 

bronze serpent that Moses had made, for until those days the sons of Israel burned incense to it; and it 

was called [b]Nehushtan. 5 He trusted in the LORD, the God of Israel; so that after him there was none like 

him among all the kings of Judah, nor among those who were before him. 6 For he clung to the LORD; he 

did not depart from following Him, but kept His commandments, which the LORD had commanded 

Moses. 

Hezekiah Victorious 

7 And the LORD was with him; wherever he went he prospered. And he rebelled against the king of 

Assyria and did not serve him. 

 

 Psalm 121:2 New American Standard Bible (NASB) 
2 My help comes from the LORD, 

Who made heaven and earth. 

 
2 Kings 18:14-16 New American Standard Bible (NASB) 
14 Then Hezekiah king of Judah sent to the king of Assyria at Lachish, saying, “I have done 

wrong. [a]Withdraw from me; whatever you [b]impose on me I will bear.” So the king of Assyria [c]required 

of Hezekiah king of Judah three hundred talents of silver and thirty talents of gold. 15 Hezekiah 

gave him all the silver which was found in the house of the LORD, and in the treasuries of the king’s 

house. 16 At that time Hezekiah cut off the gold from the doors of the temple of the LORD, and from the 

doorposts which Hezekiah king of Judah had overlaid, and gave it to the king of Assyria. 

 



 
2 Kings 18:17 New American Standard Bible (NASB) 
17 Then the king of Assyria sent Tartan and Rab-saris and Rabshakeh from Lachish to King Hezekiah with a 

large army to Jerusalem. So they went up and came to Jerusalem. And when they went up, they came 

and stood by the conduit of the upper pool, which is on the highway of the [a]fuller’s field. 

 

2 Kings 19:2-4 New American Standard Bible (NASB) 
2 Then he sent Eliakim who was over the household with Shebna the scribe and the elders of the 
priests, covered with sackcloth, to Isaiah the prophet the son of Amoz. 3 They said to him, “Thus says 
Hezekiah, ‘This day is a day of distress, rebuke, and rejection; for children have come to birth and there 
is no strength to deliver. 4 Perhaps the LORD your God will hear all the words of Rabshakeh, whom his 
master the king of Assyria has sent to reproach the living God, and will rebuke the words which 
the LORD your God has heard. Therefore, offer a prayer for the remnant that is left.’” 

 

2 Kings 19:14-17 New American Standard Bible (NASB) 
Hezekiah’s Prayer 
14 Then Hezekiah took the [a]letter from the hand of the messengers and read it, and he went up to the 

house of the LORD and [b]spread it out before the LORD. 15 Hezekiah prayed before the LORD and said, 

“O LORD, the God of Israel, who are [c]enthroned above the cherubim, You are the God, You alone, of all 

the kingdoms of the earth. You have made heaven and earth. 16 Incline Your ear, O LORD, and hear; open 

Your eyes, O LORD, and see; and listen to the words of Sennacherib, which he has sent to reproach the 

living God. 17 Truly, O LORD, the kings of Assyria have devastated the nations and their lands 

 

1 Peter 5:7 New American Standard Bible (NASB) 
7 casting all your anxiety on Him, because He cares for you. 

 

2 Kings 19:5-7 New American Standard Bible (NASB) 
5 So the servants of King Hezekiah came to Isaiah. 6 Isaiah said to them, “Thus you shall say to your 

master, ‘Thus says the LORD, “Do not be afraid because of the words that you have heard, with which 

the servants of the king of Assyria have blasphemed Me. 7 Behold, I will put a spirit in him so that he will 

hear a rumor and return to his own land. And I will make him fall by the sword in his own land.”’” 

 
 



 
James 1:5 New American Standard Bible (NASB) 
5 But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all generously and [a]without reproach, 

and it will be given to him. 

 

2 Kings 18:28 New American Standard Bible (NASB) 
28 Then Rabshakeh stood and cried with a loud voice in Judean, [a]saying, “Hear the word of the great 

king, the king of Assyria. 

 

2 Kings 19:17-19 New American Standard Bible (NASB) 
17 Truly, O LORD, the kings of Assyria have devastated the nations and their lands 18 and have cast their 

gods into the fire, for they were not gods but the work of men’s hands, wood and stone. So they have 

destroyed them. 19 Now, O LORD our God, I pray, deliver us from his hand that all the kingdoms of the 

earth may know that You alone, O LORD, are God.” 

 

James 5:14 New American Standard Bible (NASB) 
14 Is anyone among you sick? Then he must call for the elders of the church and they are to pray over 

him, [a]anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord; 

 

Matthew 7:7-8 New American Standard Bible (NASB) 
Prayer and the Golden Rule 
7 “[a]Ask, and it will be given to you; [b]seek, and you will find; [c]knock, and it will be opened to you. 8 For 

everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will be opened. 

 

2 Kings 19:35 New American Standard Bible (NASB) 
35 Then it happened that night that the angel of the LORD went out and struck 185,000 in the camp of the 

Assyrians; and when [a]men rose early in the morning, behold, all of them were [b]dead. 

 

 

 



 
2 Kings 20:1-5 New American Standard Bible (NASB) 
Hezekiah’s Illness and Recovery 
20 In those days Hezekiah became [a]mortally ill. And Isaiah the prophet the son of Amoz came to him 

and said to him, “Thus says the LORD, ‘Set your house in order, for you shall die and not live.’” 2 Then he 

turned his face to the wall and prayed to the LORD, saying, 3 “Remember now, O LORD, I beseech 

You, how I have walked before You in truth and with a whole heart and have done what is good in Your 

sight.” And Hezekiah wept [b]bitterly. 4 Before Isaiah had gone out of the middle court, the word of 

the LORD came to him, saying, 5 “Return and say to Hezekiah the leader of My people, ‘Thus says 

the LORD, the God of your father David, “I have heard your prayer, I have seen your tears; behold, I will 

heal you. On the third day you shall go up to the house of the LORD. 

 

Psalm 139:16 New American Standard Bible (NASB) 
16 Your eyes have seen my unformed substance; 

And in Your book were all written 

The days that were ordained for me, 

When as yet there was not one of them. 

 

 
1 John 3:21-22 New American Standard Bible (NASB) 
21 Beloved, if our heart does not condemn us, we have confidence [a]before God; 22 and whatever we ask 

we receive from Him, because we keep His commandments and do the things that are pleasing in His 

sight. 

 

Proverbs 28:9 New American Standard Bible (NASB) 
9 He who turns away his ear from listening to the law, 

Even his prayer is an abomination. 

 
 
Psalm 13:1 New American Standard Bible (NASB) 
Prayer for Help in Trouble. 
13 How long, O LORD? Will You forget me forever? 

How long will You hide Your face from me? 

 



 
 
Matthew 6:5 New American Standard Bible (NASB) 
5 “When you pray, you are not to be like the hypocrites; for they love to stand and pray in the 

synagogues and on the street corners [a]so that they may be seen by men. Truly I say to you, they have 

their reward in full. 

 

Matthew 6:14-15 New American Standard Bible (NASB) 
14 For if you forgive [a]others for their transgressions, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. 15 But if 

you do not forgive [b]others, then your Father will not forgive your transgressions. 

 

1 Peter 3:1-6 New American Standard Bible (NASB) 
Godly Living 
3 In the same way, you wives, be submissive to your own husbands so that even if any of them are 

disobedient to the word, they may be won without a word by the behavior of their wives, 2 as they 

observe your chaste and [a]respectful behavior. 3 Your adornment must not be merely external—braiding 

the hair, and wearing gold jewelry, or putting on dresses; 4 but let it be the hidden person of the heart, 

with the imperishable quality of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is precious in the sight of God. 5 For in 

this way in former times the holy women also, who hoped in God, used to adorn themselves, being 

submissive to their own husbands; 6 just as Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him lord, and you have 

become her children if you do what is right [b]without being frightened by any fear. 

 

Psalm 66:18 New American Standard Bible (NASB) 
18 If I [a]regard wickedness in my heart, 

The Lord [b]will not [c]hear; 

 

 
Psalm 27:14 New American Standard Bible (NASB) 
14 Wait for the LORD; 

Be strong and let your heart take courage; 

Yes, wait for the LORD. 

 

 



 

 
Questions: 

1.  In what ways are we like the good King Hekeziah? 
2. Can you share a time of crisis in your life that after you prayed, God answered with a solution? 
3. If you could ask God for anything, and know that He would answer, what would you ask for? 
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Worship Songs 
 
Peace Be Still, by Hope Darst 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cPgeZ0-FiY0&feature=youtu.be 

 

No One Ever Cared For Me Like Jesus, by Steffany Gretzinger 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YsQgZzQDups&feature=youtu.be 

 



 
What a Day That Will Be, by Southern Raised 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QrWuboX1oZ0&feature=youtu.be 

 

With All I Am, by Hillsong Worship 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mUtJz7H_DCE&feature=youtu.be 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 


